CANDYMAN
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FOREWORD

Before Candyman went into full scale production I was hanging out
at the Propaganda offices so that they would not forget about me. In
1991 Propaganda was a very busy and cool place to be; where they
were making Twin Peaks and Wild at Heart with David Lynch and
music videos with David Fincher. Newly arrived in Los Angeles, I
wanted a place to go to ‘work’” every day. My excuse was that I was
making storyboards for the technically challenging sequences; namely
those involving bees and fire. There was as yet no money to spend on
the picture so I drew them myself. I asked them for a desk in the office
and they gave me one. No casting had been confirmed at this point,
nor had any designs for Candyman been attempted. It was a good
few weeks before the money was in the bank and the film could start
properly, and I did not want to have to finish and leave before that
happened. So the storyboards became elaborate full-colour affairs, and
in retrospect really locked in the look of the characters and the picture.
I make no claims for them as ‘art’ but I think they helped get the
thing going as people could ‘see’ what the film would be like. They
end abruptly with the murder of the Psychiatrist. That was when the
film got funded and an art department hired and I was too busy to sit
around doing any more full-colour sketches.

Bernard Rose, September 2018
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